Hymenophyllum minimum, A. Rich. by Rodway, Leonard
~I 
106 ORCHIDOLOGY OF TASMANIA 
Tasmania. Railton Hills, North-West Coast. Mr. F. R. 
Long, 22-10·30. 
T.he flowers are described :by Mr. L. Rodway as "pink 
" to white tinged with red,'' 1but when received by me in the 
dried state they were whitish suffused with violet i:n the case 
of one plant and of a deep violet colour in the case of the 
others. 
It belongs to the section Eu-Caladenia, and in parti-
cular it is related to those members of the section which 
group themselves around C. carnea, R. Br. 
The chief characteristics of the new species are to be 
found in the narrow linear leaf; in the prominent almost 
entire lateral lobes of the labellum, and in the bent non-clavate 
linear calli which are arranged in four rows. 
The lateral lobes of the labellum readily distinguish it 
from the C. testacea group in which these lobes are ill-
defined. Here may be included C. testa.cea, R. Br., C. 
angustata, Lindl., C. hildm, Nicholls, C. dimorpha, Fitzg., C. 
]Jrmcox, Nicholls. The same ehara·cter separates it from C. 
deformis, R. Br., and to a J.esser extent from C. cucullata, 
Fitzg. The latter has also a very different intermediate lobe 
with crenate margins and differently shaped calli. 
The shape and arrangement of the calli serve to differ-
entiate it from C. carnea, R. Br., and its variety (C. carnea, 
var. wurantiaca, Rogers) as well as from C. cmrulea, R. Br. 
and C. saccharata, Rchb. f., in all of which the calli are 
arranged in two rows on very slender pedicels surmounted by 
conspicuous globular apices. 
The much smaller flowers of C. iridescens, Rogers, with 
their dusky red eolour mingled with iridescent golden tints 
and a middle lobe of the labellum bordered with long clavate 
glandular calli, are not likely to :be mistaken for those of 
the new species. 
In the case of C. alpina, Rogers, the broad leaf of the 
plant and ill-defined lateral lobes of the labellum afford at 
once a means of separation. 
C. atkinsonii, Ro•dway, may possilbly prove to be an 
abnormal form. Under any circumstances its very character-
istic labellum which is devoid of calli should easily separate 
it from C. longii, Rogers. 
With the two Western Australian species C. paniculata, 
Fitzg., and C. purdieana, Andrews, no .confusion should arise, 
as both these :plants po.ssess paniculate inflorescences as weU 
as marked struetural differences in the flowers. 
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This rare little fern has lately been found in Tasmania 
by Mr. Long, of the Museum staff. It is the smallest of our 
Filmy Ferns, and is doubtfully distinct from Hymenophyllurn 
tunbridgense. Its rhizome is wiry and dry, and sustains few 
fan-like branches, green and deli-cate, each of about 1 em. 
diameter. The noticeable feature as distinct from H. 
tunbridgense is that the spines on margins and sporangia 
are reduced to a minimum. 
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